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F - Sign Regulations

l. General Provisions

Signs in the Corona Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan area, including temporary signs, shall
be erected, constructed, altered, and maintained in accordance with Chapter 17.74 of the
Corona Municipal Code and the following table. All signs shall also conform to the Sign Design

Guidelines in section [V of this Specific Plan.

All signage area shall be based one (I) square foot of sign area for each linear foot of lot or
building frontage up to the maximum allowed in Table IlI-4.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan H-25



ue|d 20ads uoRZI[EIIASY UMOT

|

'sasn BuunjoBinuewWw Jo 82140 ‘UBnoiyl-aALp ‘aajoll. Se
yons sesn pajuallio 2aIyaA 1o} papiuued jou aie Asy | "salisleb pue sdoys ‘sajed 4|Emapis SB Yons $asn pajualio ueusapad 1o} Aluo pepiwiad aie subls sWeBl-y

abejuouy Buip|ing 1o jo] Jo 100} [eaul| | Yyoes loj eale ubis jo ) "bs | uo paseq afeubis :8joN

‘ubis ajod
jueinesay uobemyonyy ¢
pue
‘ubis ajod |910) UMOID ¢
‘ubis ejod Jaluniy leag ¢
‘ubis
ajod jueinejsey s,pidny ¢
uUMOlUMO(Q 8u} Ul souepodul
[eoLo}sIYy pue Jajoeleyo anbiun
Jreyy Jo} pantasald aq |leus
‘Buimojo} 8y 0} pajill| Jou NG

 adligiHoYd

Buipnioul ‘subis ajod abejla ¢
‘seale sufis ajod s|buig ¢
}O-1ND 18Ulod Ulylm palonisuod ue|d aioads siuy Ul peniwlad, ubis ajod abejlsH
8 JoU ||Bys pue plezey A|ssauidxa jou pue asueupIO Buluoz wnwixew 'y ‘bs gg1 :Buipjng
|ENSIA 10 DIJjEl) B 8]281d jou BU0I0D 8U} A pangiyold ubis Auy ¢ wnuixep
lleys ufis JuawinuoLL JO UOlEI0T ¢ subis jlem Buipjing adAy uen, ¢ 4 ")) § ‘wnwixew Y bs gg sjuswnuop ol l
‘BOIE MOPUIM JO %02 PO3IX8
0] jou ‘wnuwixew ‘'Y "bs g} subis mopuipp
dey; aoue|eA
01 paywl| si Adoo ubis ||y :subis Buiumy
wnwixew 'y “bs ¥ :subis Bunosloid
subis ajod alfulg ¢ winwixew ‘34 "bs g :uoau mopuim |eulaju|
ue|d ooedsg siy) Ul papluliad, LO0URBIERD ABMY|BM LUNLWIIUIL
‘spale Ajsseudxe 10U pue apo) |eddiuniy 1) F Ulgluiew ‘wnuwixew ‘) "bs g :awes-y
JJO-JNO JOUIOD UIU}IM Pa}onijsuoo euoiod sy} Aq peyqiyoid ubis Auy < (subis jjlem pajuied
2q jou ||Beys pue piezey subis lem Buipying adAy ,ueD, ¢ | o aaisnoul) wnwixew Y 'bs oGl Buipiing
|ensia 1o ojely e a)esid jou suBys pajeuwnil Ajleussyu) ¢ wnwirxew a
[leys ubis juswinuow jo UoHEd0] ¢ sBuiume pajeuiwn(| yxoeg ¢ U Y € ‘xew 'Y bs g [JusWNUO
L
: - Lomidsia

XIHLIVIN NOILYINOEY NDIS

p-3anavi

SNOILVINOIY NOIS = 4 °[1




LT

ue|d 21j10adg UOHEZIBIIASY UMOIUMO(]

“fujua Buip(ing 1o 10; o 100y eaul| (1) auo yoea Joy eale ubis jo Joos alenbs () suo uo paseq abeubig :sjoN

subis ajod a|buis ¢

ue|d oyioads siy} ul ,papitied, wnwixew Y “bs yz :Buiping ¢
Ajssaidxe jou pue ssueulplO Buiuoz (Ajuo uoneulwn [BUIB)XT “Aluosew pue
euolon auy Aq payuqiyosd ubis Auy ¢ POOM 0} PajoLsal Selislejy) Wnwixew
subis jem Buipjing adAy ueD, ¢ ybiy ‘4 # ‘wnwixew Y "bs g Jusawnuop ¢ oy

winwixew Y ‘bs gg :Buipping ¢
{piens|nog puels) Buoje) wnuwixew

punouib auy ybiy U ¥ ‘wnuixew Y ‘bs yz auswnuop ¢
aAoge ‘Y Q) pPue Y g usamiaq subis sjod ajfuig ¢ Kem-jo-1ybu
80UBIES|D [ENSIA UIBJUIELU ue|d auoadsg sy Ul papiuad, Remaal} Jo "I 00 Uiyyum Ajuo pamole subis
|leys subis uojAd sjgnog A|ssaldxa jou pue ssueulpiO Buiuoz pajualo-Aemasid  (‘pa|g puels) Buoje
A0 ey Aq jeacidde pue mainal BU0I0D 3y} Ag pauqiyold ubls Auy ¢ 1daoxa) WNWIXewWw W 'Y 0F 'Wnwxew
01102lgns subis uojAd ajgnog subis jjem Buipjing adfy ,uen, ¢ ‘4 'bs pog ;Juswnuow Jo uojAd eignog ¢ g9
subis sjod abulg ¢ S85 JIAID) 10} pamo||e pieoq abessapy ¢
ue|d oyloads siyj ul papiwiad, wnwixew Y bs g} :Buipiing ¢
A|ssalidxe jou pue soueulpiQ Buiuoz wnuwixew 3y 'y 0z ‘wnuwixew
BU0I0N 8y} Aq payqiyold ubis Auy + % bs 0G| uswnuow Jo uojAd signog ¢ g9

ubis ajod
jueine}say uobemyonyy ¢
pue 'ubis ajod |2jo| UMOID ¢
‘uBls sjod saInN Jeag ¢
‘ubis
ajod jueineisay s,pidny ¢
:umoluMo(Q au ul asuepodul
[eoLI0}SIY pue Jaoeleys anbiun
J1ay) Joy pantasald aq ||Bys
‘Buimol|o} ay} 0} papwi Jou inq
Buipnjoul ‘subls s)jod abejsH

(WIW0BLPLLL
DIND Jed yoegies Bulpjing ay) ul

puUNoIBsoBRq 10 pialy MOj[ek 10 B)YM paoe|d ag Aew subis uoijeoynuapl [Poied ¢
e saziun yoiym ubis adAy ueo, Auy ¢ ubis sjod abejleH ¢
ue|d oi10ads sy} ul pepiiad, wnuwixew Yy ‘bs pg| :Buiping ¢
Ajssaldxs Jou pue soueulplO Buuoz WnNWiXepw Y 'y gl
euoI0) ayy Aq pauqiyold ubis Auy ¢ ‘winwixew 'y 'bs gg ;Juawinuowl 1o uoifd 4 99

XIHLVIN NOILYINO3d NDIS
i 31gavL

DUPIT]

buf-v
e

SNOILVTINO3IY NOIS = 4 °[II



ue|d dYy1oads UOREZIEIIASY UMC ]

-Anus Buip|ing 1o 10} 40 00} [eeu| (}.) auo .comm 1o} eale ubis Jo Jooy alenbs (}) auo uo paseq abeubis :s10N

WNWIXeW Y € ‘wnuwixew Y ‘bs $z ‘Juawinuoly S0
seale Jo-Jno Jsulod ue|d oyloadg siy}
UIUIM Pe}onIISUDd ag 10U [|Bys ul ,papiwlad, Ajssaidxe jou pue SoUBUIPIO wnwixew Yy ‘bs gg| :Buiping
puUe pJezey [ensIA Jo J1jel) e ajesld Buiuoz euoion sy Aq pangiyold ubis Auy Lunwixew
jou [jeys ubis Juswnuow Jo UORBI0T e subis |jem Buipiing adAy ,ued, ybiy "y g ‘wnwixew Y "bs Qg :JusWNUOI dg
wnwixew Y ‘bs ¥ :Buppng
wnwixew 'y "bs ¢ :e1e183 [BOY 48
subis ajod a|fuig
ue|d oypads siyy wnuwixew 'y ‘bs g :Buip|ing
ui paniuiad, A|ssaidxa jou pue asueulplO (Ajuo uoneUIWN| [BUWBIXT "AIUOSEW
Buiuoz euolon ayy Aq payqiyold ubis Auy pue poom 0} PaJoLIISal S|ELSIBIN} WNWIXELW
sufis |jem Buip|ing adAy ,uen, ybiy Y ¥ ‘wnwixew 'Y ‘bs gz Juswnuoy 4N
| Loniisia

XIMLVIN NOILYTND3Y NOIS

7l aavl

iy,
)

L Y.
e

SNOILVINODIY NOIS = 4 °[1]




[l1l. F - SIGN REGULATIONS

2. Removal of Nonconforming Signs Incentive

a. Purpose

In order to enhance the image and develop a unified theme for Downtown, it is desirable to
encourage the removal of nonconforming signs at a rapid pace in the Downtown (D) and
Transitional Commercial (TC) Districts. Therefore, in order to encourage the removal of
nonconforming signs, the City may offer owners of nonconforming signs the following
incentives to hasten their removal.

b. Requirements

All nonconforming signs shall be removed (except heritage signs) within five (5) years of the
date of adoption of this Specific Plan. Upon adoption of the Specific Plan, the City shall advise
all property owners with non-conforming signs of the new requirements and the City's
incentive program for removal. At the conclusion of the five-year period, it shall be a violation
of the City's ordinance to have any non-conforming signs on the property, and the City will
undertake enforcement measures to have the signs removed.

Downtown (D) District and Transitional Commercial (TC) District and Non-
conforming Signs:

¢ Pole signs;
¢ Backlit illuminated awning sign; and,

¢ Internally illuminated can sign.

c.  Incentive Program

Owners of nonconforming signs may at their discretion choose to participate in the following
sign removal incentive program. The City will select a number of applicants each year to
participate in the program based on the priority list of signs provided above and the availability
of funds.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan -29
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Ill. F - SIGN REGULATIONS

2. Removal of Non-Conforming Signs (continued):

In order to qualify for the nonconforming sign removal incentive, a sign proposed to be
removed must have been a legal conforming sign at the time of its original placement. (In other
words, the sign cannot be illegal).

The nonconforming sign removal incentive program is a four (4) year program commencing on
the effective date of this Specific Plan. The program is designed to encourage the rapid removal
of the least desirable types of signs by providing larger incentives in the early years and tapering
off to no incentives in the fifth year.

The incentives which may be provided are as follows:

Year One
¢  Free removal of nonconforming sign.
¢  Payment of an incentive bonus of $1,000 for pole signs, $500 for all others.
¢  Free design service to provide conforming, attractive sign sketches.*

Year Two
¢  Free removal of nonconforming sign.
¢  Free design service to provide conforming, attractive sign sketches*

Years Three and Four
¢  Free removal of nonconforming sign.

*Those participants availing themselves of the free design service must agree to utilize one of the
alternative sketches provided and to erect a new sign within three (3) months of receiving the sketch
designs. If said new sign is not erected, the participant will be required to reimburse the City for the
cost of the sign design service.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan 11-30
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3. Sign Design Guidelines

a. Preferred Sign TYPeS. ..emreinecrissesessssserssssansssessesansssnsssssnssansssassasnsssasssasnssnsses [11-32
b. General Design Guidelines........ccoervsserrerersneraversnsssnsesancsonsenssonsossnssasasaaanaesarsacss 1 1-32
€. Wall Mointed Signswamasmarammmswasmisusmssimsmsinnssmisisais s | 11235
d.  AWNINE SIENS cccrivincissonsissrsnsessaessssassesnsssnssasensssmssnsssnssassssnsssssssassassassassassessaasssssas | 1235
AR - V7R T OO RO ——————————— | | ' |
f.  Hanging SiZNS c.cccvvsiriunresserassssssesanssssnssesssarsassniosansossssssssssessasesssssasssassssssersassossess =37
8. WINAOW SIZNS.uiniinninresiniriersnsnsssnsasesirressssessessasssssssesssssssssossrsassasasassssnsossesesees | 11-38
YO [T Tt 1 L pnme s pmmmmnp e e ————— | | o 1.

Signs in Downtown Corona should advertise a place of business or provide directions and
information. An effective sign and graphics system functions not as a separate entity but as an
integral part of the built environment. Carefully planned, signs communicate essential
information, while also ordering and enhancing the architectural character of Downtown. A
sign’s use of color, its size, shape placement, and selection of lettering can attract or detract
from its effectiveness. An effectively designed sign should:

¢  Be compatible with the surrounding physical and visual character of the area;

¢  Promote the “individuality” of establishments;

<

Identify the business clearly and attractively;

¢  Enhance the building on which it is located; and,

® Reduce the amount of visual clutter caused by excessive and poorly placed signage.
This Specific Plan has regulations to help control the size, location, and number of signs, but
code restrictions alone may note be enough. Design criteria are needed to encourage and

coordinate well-designed signs. The following sign guidelines are intended to assure the local
merchant that all other Downtown commercial establishments are similarly regulated.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan Mm-31



F — SIGN REGULATIONS

a.

Preferred Sign Types

While many sign types are permitted in Downtown, the following sign types are preferred.

(1)
(2)

()
(4)

(6)

(7)

(8)

—
—

Under canopy signs;

Business wall mounted ID signs in sign board area
at upper portion of first story;

Awning signs;
Blade or projecting signs;

Murals and supergraphics not advertising a
business (painted on a wall surface);

Permanent painted window signs, first floor limited
to 20% of the window area;

Building signs containing the name of the business
at rear entrances used by customers; and,

Signs made of carved or sandblasted wood.

DIRECTIONAL

=

MONUMENT DIRECTORY FREESTANDING

ROOF FROJECTING WINDOW JDENTIFICATION

General Design Guidelines

Clear Sign Message

(a) Use a brief message. The fewer the
words, the more effective the sign. A
sign with a brief, succinct message is
simpler and faster to read, looks
cleaner and is more attractive.

(b) Avoid hard-to-read, overly intricate

faces. Th f.
e  read and reucs he signs | 90 S RIB TO
REGAD

Discourage typefaces
which are hard to read

ability to communicate.

Utilize simple seril
or san serif alphabet

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan 3
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[1l. F = SIGN REGULATIONS

b. General Design Guidelines (continued):

(c) Lettering should be in proportion to the size of the
sign. As a rule of thumb, the recommended size of
letters is between one-third (1/3) to one-half (2) the DELICATESSEN‘
height of the sign. L.?rftﬁrssfglge up too much

of the sign area

(d) Avoid signs with strange shapes. Signs that are DELICATESSEN

Letters occupy approx. 75%

unnecessarily narrow, oddly shaped, or unrelated to of the sign area (max.

the products or services being provided on site can
restrict the legibility of the message. If an unusual
shape is not symbolic, it is probably confusing.

DON'T DO THIS DO THIS
[ NN A AAAAR A [ KEANAA A AN | R
SIGN _1@ h:’ vy ;xF ey ,.I::'{ nqlqyln
e 1ns M ASAAARAANIA | AR vipna |
T

?‘“ — SIGN = s:ci_;{" (

Inconsistent sign pafterns create
confusion. Signs within or above
roof area are prohibited.

Employ a consistent sign pattemn

(e) Use widely recognized logos rather than print/test whenever possible.

()  Make signs smaller if they are oriented to pedestrians. The pedestrian-oriented sign is
usually read from a distance of fifteen to twenty feet; the vehicle-oriented sign is viewed
from a much greater distance. The closer a sign’s viewing distance, the smaller that sign
need be.

(2) Sign Color

(a) Colors should be selected to contribute to legibility and design integrity of signage.
Even the most carefully thought out sign may be unattractive and a poor
communicator because of poor color selection.

(b) A substantial contrast should be provided between the color and material of the
background and the letters or symbols to make the sign easier to read in both day and
night.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan i-33



Ill. F - SIGN REGULATIONS

Cowona

b. General Design Guidelines (continued):

(c)

(d)

Limit colors the three on a single sign. Color is most effective when used simply. Too
many colors, particularly accent colors, may distract the reader, reduce legibility, and
make the sign less effective.

Vertical or horizontal wooden signs can be effectively utilized in a variety of different ways
on windows, building surfaces or as accent bands. A wooden wall sign can be painted or
stained and sealed for a more natural look, depending upon the appearance of the
surrounding structures. Lettering can consist of metal or raised wood and when placed
within a sign band, will serve to unify the building facade. Carved or sandblasted wood
signs are also appropriate.

Metal sign panels can utilize raised lettering on metal bands. Printing and lettering can also
be applied directly to a flat metal sign band with letters consisting of wood, acrylic or
metal.

Sign Architectural Compatibility

Signs should make a positive contribution to the general appearance of the street and
neighborhood in which they are located.

LILILT

SUNSHINE'S LARRY'S PUB|| [[SUNSHINE'S|
el B

1F %

These signs block building elements and These signs complement the building form crealing
create a chaotic image. @ more orderly appearance.

()

Sign size should be proportionate. The size and shape of a sign should be proportionate
with the scale of the structure.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan 1-34



I1l. F - SIGN REGULATIONS

(d)

(e)

C.

(1)

(2)

d.

General Design Guidelines (continued):

Signs should be an appropriate scale with the building on which they are placed and should
not overwhelm the architecture of the building and the character of the neighborhood.

Place wall signs to establish facade rhythm, scale and proportion where facade rhythm
doesn't exist. In many buildings that have a monolithic or plain facade, signs can establish
or continue appropriate design rhythm, scale, and proportion.

As an alternative to an attached sign, lettering may be painted directly on the building

facade. This method resembles a wooden or metal band but does not require the
introduction of another material.

Wall Mounted Signs

The identification of each building or store’s address in six-inch high numbers over the
main entry doorway or within ten feet of the main entry is recommended.

Sign lettering for storefront wall mounted signs should meet the following
recommendations:

(a)  For store fronts 30" wide or less, a maximum letter height of 8" is recommended,
(b)  For store fronts 30' - 60' wide, a maximum letter height of 12" is recommended,

(c) For store fronts 60" wide or greater, a maximum letter height of 16" is
recommended.

Awning Signs

An awning is a roof-like covering or shelter, which is usually constructed of canvas or other
fabric extending over a pedestrian walkway. Awnings provide shelter from weather, provide
scale to the building architecture, and add color and liveliness to the pedestrian path and street.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan li-35
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o
W

Cowona

(1)

2)

3)

€.

Awning Signs (continued):

An awning is permanently attached to a
building or can be raised or retraced to a
position against the building when not in use.
An awning sign is a message painted, printed,
sewn, or stained onto the awning or awning

flap.

The sign on awnings should be placed on the
awning flap. The flap should be at least eight
(8) inches in height so that the letters and
symbols can be big enough to read easily.

The color of an awning sign should be
compatible with and complementary to the

Signs on
valance only

Signs should
not be placed
. on lop of awning

Letter Height

color and material of the building to which it is

attached.

Banner Signs

A banner sign is a logo or design placed on a lightweight material that can move with the wind.
Banner signs should not be confused with flags or pennants. A banner sign is intended to add
liveliness, color, and a sense of movement to a pedestrian-oriented street and sidewalk.

(1) Banners are encouraged along

(2)

(3)

pedestrian-oriented streets, in
plazas, and in commercial
centers.

Banners should not extend more
than five (5) feet from the
building or one-third (1/3) the
width of a public sidewalk,
whichever is less.

Banners along the same block of
a street should be set at
generally the same angle from
the buildings.

[

o)

s

— [
I

Flags and Pennants

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan
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Corena

e. Banner Signs (continued):
(4) Banners should reflect the informality and excitement of color and movement.

ot

oo SR
o > s R 4
A RE . 5
- e _ : <
Small projecting signs help L
reinforce o pedestrian scale.
’ l k;l 2 ’l l

A 4

f. Hanging Signs

A hanging sign is a sign suspended from a support and projects from the building wall. Similar
to awning signs and banners, a hanging sign can add interest and vitality to a street. Hanging
signs can include pictorial images, logos, and symbols. A hanging sign is generally intended to
read by pedestrians along a sidewalk or arcade, and motorists in slow-moving vehicles.

(1) The size of a hanging sign should be proportional to the building facade to which it is
attached and typically, should not exceed ten (10) square feet.

(2) A hanging sign should be hung perpendicular to and should not project more than four (4)
feet from the face of the building.

(3) To minimize visual clutter, hanging signs should not be located within close proximity to
other hanging signs or projecting signs, preferably at least twenty-five (25) feet from each
other.

(4) The placement of a hanging sign should not impede the safe movement of people or
vehicles within a public right-of-way and should be properly secured to a building in a
structurally sound manner.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan n-37
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g. Window Signs
A window sign is a permanent sign painted on or attached to the inside of a window and are
designed to be viewed principally from outside the business by pedestrians and motorists using

the adjoining parking lot.

(1) To minimize clutter, window signs should not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent
of the total area of the window in which they are displayed.

(2) The sign copy of window signs should be proportional to the glass surface area.

(3) Signs should be restricted to ground floor
windows facing the primary street frontage
or adjoining parking lot.

(4) Temporary window signs should be
allowed to identify special events and sales
provided they are removed immediately
following the event.

TR
S o— i

Window signs are limited to
25% of the window areq.

h. Monument Signs

A monument sign is a freestanding sign of a human scale and is at ground level. Generally,
monument signs are of a higher architectural quality than other freestanding signs, such as pole
signs.

(1) Monument signs should not identify more than four (4) tenants.

(2) A minimum of 10 percent of the sign area of a monument sign should be dedicated to the
identification of the street address. Multi-store developments in the Downtown should
display the range of store addresses for that development on their sign.

(3) Monument signs should be placed perpendicular to the street and located to ensure that
vehicular and pedestrian sight distances at entry driveways and sidewalks are not
impaired.

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan I1-38
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(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

Monument Signs (continued):

Monument signs should be setback from the public right-of-way a minimum of five (5)
feet.

Monument signs should be a maximum of five (5) feet in height;

Monument signs should have a maximum of fifty (50) square feet of sign area per sign face
with no more than two sign faces.

Monument signs should be constructed of a solid architectural base and side, of durable,
long-lasting materials. Each sign should incorporate a base which is a minimum of 12
inches in height. The materials used should match an architectural element(s)of the
development itself. Each monument sign should incorporate sides or flanking pilasters
which have a minimum dimension of 12 inches by 12 inches, extending at least to the top
of the sign.

Monument signs should be located and constructed to allow for natural surveillance on all
sides and to prevent opportunities for hiding places.

'BUSINESS NAME |

Monument Sign

Downtown Revitalization Specific Plan 111-39



